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Introduction
It’s a big year for Mississippi politics.
Political observers throughout the nation will be watching the Mississippi election, as they should. After all,
Mississippi is one of three states holding statewide elections in 2019, and Mississippi is expected to have
its first competitive governor’s race since 2003. In addition, there will be multiple competitive races on the
general election ballot in November.
At Mississippi Today, our mission is not only to produce accountability-driven journalism but also to
promote civic engagement and public dialogue. That’s why we’ve built the #MSElex Voter Guide: your goto resource for all things 2019 election.
We want you to be prepared at the ballot box in November. We’re providing you with information on the
candidates, a rundown of important deadlines for voting and the data behind the races. Our political
podcast, The Other Side, will also provide important context on the statewide candidates.
Throughout the election cycle, we’ve made sure the #MSElex Voter Guide is updated in real time so you’re
never left out of the loop.
— Mississippi Today’s Engagement Team and Political Team

Lauchlin Fields

Elizabeth Hambuchen

Sereena Henderson

Marshall Ramsey

Alex Rozier

Erica Hensley

Adam Ganucheau

Bobby Harrison

Larrison Campbell
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Voter Information
General Election Day:

Tuesday, November 5th
Am I a registered voter?
Search your name on the Secretary of State’s website and find out if you are registered.

Where do I go?
Find your polling place by visiting the Mississippi Secretary of State’s Office and entering your address.

What do I bring?
What do you need to bring to your polling place or to the Circuit Clerk’s office for absentee voting?
Any of the following types of photo IDs may be used on Election Day:
1.

A driver’s license

2.

A photo ID card issued by a branch, department, or entity of the State of Mississippi

3.

A United States passport

4.

A government employee ID card

5.

A firearms license

6.

A student photo ID issued by an accredited Mississippi university, college, or
community/junior college

7.

A United States military ID

8.

A tribal photo ID

9.

Any other photo ID issued by any branch, department, agency or entity of the United States government or any
State government

10. A Mississippi Voter Identification Card
If a registered voter does not have any of these acceptable forms of photo ID, a FREE
Mississippi Voter Identification Card will be provided at no cost to the voter at any Circuit
Clerk’s Office in Mississippi during normal business hours.
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Election Timeline
October 7 - Voter Registration deadline
October 26 - Circuit clerks office open for
absentee voting from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

October 28 - General runoff election
voter registration deadline.
Applicants who register in-person in the Circuit
Clerks’ Offices no later than 5:00 p.m. today and
who mail registration applications post-marked
no later than today (10/28/2019) are eligible to
vote in the November General Runoff Election

November 2 @ 12 p.m. - In-person
absentee voting deadline. Circuit Clerks
office open from 8 am to 12 pm.

November 4 @ 5 p.m. - Absentee ballot
by mail deadline

General Election Day
for Statewide, State District, Legislative, County, County District and School District Offices.
Polling places are open from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Nov.
5
5

The Candidates - Governor
What does the Governor do?
The governor of Mississippi is the head of the executive branch of Mississippi’s state government. The
governor has a duty to enforce state laws and serves as the commander-in-chief of the state’s military
forces. The governor also holds the power to approve or veto bills passed by the Mississippi Legislature
and to convene the legislature at any time. The governor also has the sole authority to issue pardons
and reprieves, except in cases of treason or impeachment. The governor of Mississippi also appoints the
members of the Institutions of Higher Learning Board of Trustees.

Republican
Tate Reeves
A native of Rankin County, Tate Reeves was elected lieutenant
governor in 2011. His political career started with his election
to state treasurer in 2003 at age 29. This not only made him
the youngest state treasurer in the nation but also the first
Republican to hold the office in Mississippi.
Reeves proposed the largest single tax cut in Mississippi
history, dubbed the “Taxpayer Pay Raise Act.” Passed in 2016,
it lowered the personal income tax, allowed for self-employed
Mississippians to increase deductions and eliminated the
corporate franchise tax.
He is the only candidate for governor that opposes Medicaid
expansion, which he refers to as “Obamacare expansion.”

Eric J. Shelton/Mississippi Today, Report For America

Reeves graduated from Florence High School in 1992 and then studied economics at Millsaps College.
While at Millsaps, he played one year as a point guard for the Millsaps Majors basketball team and was a
member of Kappa Alpha Order.
After Millsaps, Reeves pursued a career in banking and finance in Jackson, where he became assistant
vice president and served as a senior investment analyst for AmSouth. In 2000, Reeves became an
investment officer for Trustmark National Bank in Jackson. He and his wife, Elee, have three daughters,
Sarah Tyler, Elizabeth Magee and Madeline Tate.
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Democratic
Jim Hood
A native of New Houlka, James Matthew Hood has served
as the 39th attorney general of Mississippi since 2003. He is
currently the only Democrat holding statewide elected office
in Mississippi.
After receiving his law degree from the University of
Mississippi in 1988, he served as a clerk with the Mississippi
Supreme Court, an assistant attorney general and as district
attorney for the Mississippi Third Judicial District.
In his early career as attorney general, Hood gained notoriety
for prosecuting civil rights-era cold case murders. In 2005,
Hood prosecuted former Klansman Edgar Ray Killen for
orchestrating the 1964 murders of Andrew Goodman, Michael
Schwerner and James Chaney in Philadelphia, Mississippi
during Freedom Summer.
As attorney general, Hood has been active in the legal aspects
Eric J. Shelton/Mississippi Today, Report For America
of the recovery of Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina. Shortly
after Katrina, Hood partnered with Mississippi plaintiff attorney
Richard “Dickie” Scruggs in filing lawsuits against numerous high-profile insurance companies. Scruggs
was later convicted in federal court for attempted bribery; Hood’s relationship with Scruggs has prompted
criticism from his Republican rivals.
(Editor’s note: Richard Scruggs is a Mississippi Today donor).
Hood has sued many other out-of-state companies in areas such as the pharmaceutical and tobacco
industries. He says these suits have resulted in the recovery of more than $3 billion.
As attorney general, Hood, who considers himself pro-life, has also defended the state in several lawsuits
over legislative actions to restrict abortion access. Hood’s office has also presided over many death penalty
cases. In 2016, Hood argued that lawmakers should allow state executions by firing squad, electrocution,
hanging and nitrogen gas when drugs for lethal injections are not available.
Hood is a fifth generation Mississippian and an avid outdoorsman and hunter. He and his wife, Debbie,
have three children – Rebecca, Matthew and Annabelle.
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The Candidates - Lieutenant Governor
What does the Lieutenant Governor do?
The lieutenant governor of Mississippi is the second-highest ranking officer in the executive branch of
Mississippi’s state government, right below the governor. The office of lieutenant governor was established
when Mississippi became a state, abolished for a few decades in the first half of the 19th century and
restored later in the century. The lieutenant governor is president of the state Senate and presides over it,
only voting to break a tie. Compared to the same office in other states, Mississippi’s lieutenant governor has
much more power because of their role with the state Senate. The lieutenant governor has the sole ability
to appoint members, vice-chairmen and chairmen to the various Senate committees, regardless of which
party has control of the chamber.

Republican
Delbert Hosemann
A native of Vicksburg, C. Delbert Hosemann Jr., has served as
Mississippi’s secretary of state since 2008.
His political career began with an unsuccessful campaign for
Mississippi’s 4th Congressional District in 1998. Hosemann was
once registered as Democrat before switching to the GOP.
During his 2007 campaign for Secretary of State, Hosemann
gained name recognition through a series of television ads.
In the commercials, an elderly woman would talk about the
Eric J. Shelton/Mississippi Today, Report For America
good things he would do in office, but then forget his name.
While encouraging people to go out and vote, the woman would mispronounce Hosemann’s name and
he would correct her before continuing the reminder. Advertising from Hosemann in subsequent political
seasons have followed this format.
Hosemann graduated from University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana, in 1969 with a Bachelor of
Business Administration degree. In 1972, he earned a Juris Doctor from the University of Mississippi
School of Law.
Hosemann is married to Lynn L. Hosemann, and they have three children. He lives in Jackson, where
he is a partner with Phelps Dunbar LLP.

8

Democratic
Jay Hughes
A native of Houston, Texas, Jay Hughes has served in the Mississippi
House of Representatives since 2016, representing District 12.
Hughes earned a bachelor’s degree in business and economics at
Nicholls State University in Thibodaux, Louisiana, and then went into
military service. He served in the U.S. Army from 1981-1984 and the
U.S. Army Reserve from 1984-1988. Hughes then graduated from the
University of Mississippi School of Law in 1991.
He began his political career in 2013 as an alderman in Oxford. He was
elected to the state House of Representatives in 2015. Education has
always been a focal point of Hughes’ activism political efforts.
Gil Ford Photography
He donated both his alderman and legislative session salaries to the
Oxford Public Schools endowment and has also volunteered as a substitute teacher. He and his wife are
both active in education and were both awarded Citizen of the Year in 2012 by the Oxford School District.
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Governor

Jim Hood
Public Education
“Tate Reeves has underfunded our public schools for too long and has shown disrespect toward
our hardworking public school teachers. Every community in Mississippi hurts when we don’t
have a quality public school system. That needs to change. As a product of a Mississippi public
school myself and a father of three of the same, I strongly support public schools, public school
teachers, and public school students. We must implement statewide pre-k, fully fund MAEP, raise
the teacher salary to at least the Southeastern average and provide workforce training and tuition
assistance to community college students.”

Abortion
“I’m firmly pro-life.”

Healthcare
“We must accept the billion dollars that the federal government offers us every year to keep our
rural hospitals open and provide healthcare to over 300,000 working Mississippians.”

State Flag
“A flag should unite us, not divide us. However, right now, we need to focus on the issues of
education, roads and bridges, health care, and cleaning up the government.”

Criminal Justice Reform
“We can help reduce incarceration and state costs by instituting some commonsense criminal
justice reforms, such as changes to sentencing lengths for non-violent offenders, which
disproportionately affects the black male population. Additionally, we should allow non-violent
formerly incarcerated individuals to have the right to vote after they serve their debt to society.”
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Tate Reeves
Public Education
“It should not matter what zip code you live in or how rich your parents are, every child deserves
an equal opportunity for success. That’s why I pushed for letter grades for our schools, public
charter schools, and parental choice in education to provide more options for kids that have been
trapped in failing school districts. It’s why I supported performance pay for teachers in schools
that improve and led the charge on improving teacher pay by at least $8,000 since I was elected.
And it’s why I just announced my plan to increase teacher pay to the southeastern average.”

Abortion
“Abortion is the greatest evil of our time, and it’s not good enough to say that it is not our job to
protect those babies. We need to be proactive. That’s why I helped pass Mississippi’s Heartbeat
Bill to protect the innocent unborn from abortion as soon as a heartbeat is detected. I am 100%
pro-life, and I believe it is our responsibility to defend the innocent unborn. I am honored to have
received endorsements from Mississippi Right to Life and National Right to Life. As Governor, I’ll
continue to stand up for the unborn and protect them.”

Healthcare
“I remain committed to improving access to quality healthcare so every Mississippian has a
hospital they can depend on, in a drive they can make. Recently at an event with the Mississippi
State Medical Association where they endorsed my run for Governor, I announced my healthcare
plan to increase the number of residencies in rural areas, provide more scholarships for those
who commit to practicing medicine in Mississippi, utilize telemedicine more effectively, and
encourage private-sector participation in the financing of our healthcare structure. As Governor, I
will continue fighting to expand access to quality healthcare for everyone across our state.”

State Flag
“The people of Mississippi overwhelmingly voted to keep our flag in 2001. I oppose unilateral
action by the governor or the Legislature or any other backroom deal by politicians in Jackson to
change it. If Mississippians ever decide we should change our flag, it should only be done by a
vote of the people.”

Criminal Justice Reform
“Prisons were not meant to be revolving doors. People reoffend when they are not equipped
with the skills or provided the opportunities to succeed. As Lieutenant Governor, I have pushed
for criminal justice reform to make it less likely that a person leaving prison will commit another
crime and can reenter society as a contributing member who can provide for their family. I am
committed to ensuring that all correctional facilities meet federal and state standards and help
rehabilitate people to become productive members who can take care of their families and
contribute to their communities.”
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Lieutenant
Governor

Jay Hughes
Public Education
“Public dollars for public schools. Period. We must have more teaching and less testing, more
common sense and less common core. We must allow an alternate path toward true work skills
and training because not everyone will attend college, but all they know how to do is fill out
standardized tests. All money collected for classroom supplies should testing and more teaching.
Pay should be increased for all of those working in our schools, and other state employees. We
have the money - just the wrong priorities.”

Abortion
“Pro-Life, Pro-Entire Life. We must also address the sad reality of our high infant mortality rate,
child mortality rate, health of the mother, highest poverty rate, pay disparity and early childhood
education. There is more to life than just birth.”

Healthcare
“I support the ‘Mississippi Cares’ plan of the Mississippi Hospital Association. It will bring 1 billion
dollars a year into Mississippi, create over 16,000 jobs, save the struggling rural hospitals, and
provide insurance coverage for 300,000 working Mississippians who work over 35 hours a week.
This is the same plan Vice President Pence passed in Indiana.“

State Flag
“The Lt. Governor cannot change the state flag, and the members of the Senate and House of
Representatives will not get a majority vote to change the flag. The only way the flag will ever be
changed or modified is by a statewide ballot initiative.”

Criminal Justice Reform
“Criminal justice reform is necessary, as well as ending for-profit private prisons. Far too many
inmates are suffering from mental illness and/or addiction, as a result of drastic cuts to our
mental health system. Pay is so low for the staff that there are not enough on any given shift to
even allow efforts of rehabilitation. The school-to-prison pipeline needs to end. And, people
should automatically have their voting rights reinstated once they have served their debt to
society by completing their sentences and probation.”
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Delbert Hosemann
Public Education
“In terms of teachers, my major platform points consist of raising teacher pay to be competitive
with neighboring states and finding ways to incentivize retired teachers to return to the classroom
to end the teacher shortage. We also need to show our public school teachers respect and listen
to them when formulating policy.
We also support making sure every 4-year-old child has access to a pre-K program by funding
more Early Learning Collaboratives, fully funding special education services (which would
increase funds dedicated to MAEP), and focusing on standardizing dual-credit and career and
technical opportunities for high school students.”

Abortion
“I have been endorsed by Mississippi Right to Life and National Right to Life, and my beliefs have
always been consistent with those organizations’ beliefs. I have always strived to protect the
unborn and will continue to do so as lieutenant governor.”

Healthcare
“We must incentivize healthcare providers to live and work in our rural communities. This
includes strengthening collaborative care agreements between physicians, nurses, and nurse
practitioners, and funding rural scholarship and residency programs for healthcare professionals.
We must also shore up our rural hospitals by considering and evaluating reforms implemented in
other states with no net impact on the state budget. Additionally, I support emphasizing wellness
and preventive care. Access to good healthcare should not start with an emergency room, but in
the event of an emergency, no Mississippians should be 30 minutes from a facility equipped to
provide necessary treatment.”

State Flag
“If this issue makes its way through the legislative committee process next year, I will not prevent
a vote, but I think it is best decided by citizens. My priorities are supporting our small businesses,
growing an educated workforce, properly funding our schools and teachers, providing safe
infrastructure, and ensuring healthcare is accessible and affordable in rural Mississippi.”

Criminal Justice Reform
“We need a wholesale evaluation of our corrections system, from the cost of housing incarcerated
persons to staffing concerns, including severe shortages, under compensation, and lack of
training. I recently visited Parchman Penitentiary and have had multiple conversations with sheriffs
who operate prisons across the State about these issues, which put our corrections officers and
incarcerated persons in harm’s way.
Additionally, our workforce development plans must include providing our prison populations
with employable skills and transition services. Helping those exiting the prison system find
meaningful employment is proven to reduce recidivism rates, which makes our communities
safer and strengthens families.”
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The Candidates - Secretary of State
What does the Secretary of State do?
The Mississippi State Constitution refers to the secretary of state of Mississippi as the “keeper of the
capitol.” This officer of the executive branch is responsible for publishing documents dealing with the acts
of the state legislature, as well as other official documents, including the Mississippi Official and Statistical
Register, commonly called the Blue Book. This office is also responsible for ensuring fair, accurate
elections throughout the state of Mississippi. The secretary of state also manages some state-owned
lands and is responsible for ensuring certain businesses are operating under the law.

Republican
Michael D. Watson, Jr.
A native of Pascagoula, Michael Watson Jr. has represented District 51 in the
Mississippi Senate since 2008.
After graduating from Pascagoula High School, Watson earned a Bachelor
of Business Administration and a Juris Doctor degree from the University
of Mississippi.
Watson’s involvement in Mississippi politics began with an internship under
then-U.S. Senate Majority Leader, Trent Lott, in 1999. Watson operates his own
legal firm, Watson Legal, PLLC.
Watson and his family – his wife Lauren and their three daughters, Gracie
Pierce, Annie and Cora Elizabeth – live in Hurley and attend attend
First Presbyterian Church in Pascagoula.

Why are they running?

Mississippi Senate

What do they hope to accomplish?

Michael Watson
“The SoS’s office impacts so many areas of
Mississippian’s daily lives and I believe it’s important
to have a conservative leader in the office who
understands the importance of shrinking the size
of government, cutting regulations where possible
and applying the law fairly and consistently. It’s also
imperative that we have a SoS who’s committed
to ensuring Mississippi has clean, fair and secure
elections.”
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“I hope to instill even more confidence in our election
process, ensure we have a lean, but smart regulatory
system for our businesses and charities, and to move
the Department of Motor Vehicles from the
Department of Public Safety to the SoS’s office
to make sure Mississippians receive the level of
professionalism and services they deserve.“

Democratic
Johnny DuPree
Though he was born in Fort Benning, Georgia, Johnny Dupree is
very much a product of Hattiesburg.
DuPree was appointed to the Hattiesburg Public School Board in
1987. He served on the Forrest County Board of Supervisors for 10
years after being elected in 1991.
He was the elected mayor of Hattiesburg in 2001, a role he
served in until 2017. DuPree was the city’s first African American
mayor and his tenure was the longest of any other Hattiesburg
mayor. He was also the Democratic nominee for governor in 2011.
Rogelio V. Solis/Associated Press

DuPree is a graduate of Jones Junior College and the University
of Southern Mississippi. He received his doctorate in urban studies from Jackson State University.
He teaches a course on social welfare policy and analysis at USM. He also owns Johnny DuPree Realty,
Johnny DuPree Consulting, LLC and DuPree Transportation, Inc.
DuPree and his wife, Johniece, have been married for 46 years. They have two daughters – April DuPree
(Coustaur) Taylor and Monica DuPree – and two grandsons, Chandler and Chesney.

Why are they running?

What do they hope to accomplish?

Johnny Dupree
“I am seeking the Secretary of State position to
increase voter access, voter participation and
increase voter confidence in the election process.“

“At end of my four year term, I pray that we will be
successful with the reasons I am in the race.”
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The Candidates - Attorney General
What does the Attorney General do?
The attorney general of Mississippi is the chief legal officer of the state and serves as the state’s lawyer.
Only the attorney general can bring or defend a lawsuit on behalf of the state.

Republican
Lynn Fitch
A native of Holly Springs, Lynn Fitch has served as Mississippi’s State Treasurer
since 2012. She is the first Republican woman to hold the position.
Fitch earned both her Bachelor of Business Administration and her Juris
Doctor from the University of Mississippi.
In 2009, Finch was selected by former Gov. Haley Barbour to serve was
executive director of the Mississippi State Personnel Board. She also
previously served as deputy executive director at the Mississippi Department
of Employment Security and as counsel for the state House of Representatives
Ways and Means and Local and Private Legislation committees.
Finch was named a 2015 Honoree of the Women in Government Leadership
Program by Governing Magazine. She has been recognized as a Woman
Trailblazer by the Mississippi Bar Association and was honored with the prestigious Susie Blue Buchanan
award by the Mississippi Bar Association’s Women in the Profession Committee in 2017. Lynn and her family
are members of Madison United Methodist Church.
Rogelio V. Solis/Associated Press

Why are they running?

What do they hope to accomplish?

Lynn Fitch
“For the past eight years, I have applied my
conservative principles and solution-driven approach
to achieve great results for the people of Mississippi.
For instance, we returned more than $100 million in
unclaimed property, restructured college savings to
make it cost-neutral for taxpayers and a better deal
for families, and saved taxpayers over $150 million by
proactive management of State debt. I want to apply
these same principles and this same approach as your
Attorney General to make Mississippi communities
safer, protect our most vulnerable populations, and
streamline our regulatory structure to make a lasting
impact for Mississippians.”
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“As Attorney General, I will:
Work with law enforcement;
Defend Mississippi Constitution and Laws;
Fight the opioid crisis;
Work to end human trafficking;
Defend the Second Amendment;
Prosecute fraud and abuse against taxpayers;
Support crime victims;
Protect seniors, children, and veterans;
And continue to be a solution-driven conservative.”

Democratic
Jennifer Riley-Collins
A native of Meridian, Jennifer Riley-Collins served as the executive director of the American Civil Liberties
Union of Mississippi before recently stepping down amid her run for attorney general.
Riley-Collins received a bachelor’s degree from Alcorn State University in
1987, a master’s degree in criminal justice administration in 1993 from the
University of
Central Texas, and Juris Doctor in 1999 from Mississippi College School of Law.
Riley-Collins is also a veteran. She served in the U. S. Army from 1985 to 1999,
where she reached the rank of colonel. She was also a member of the U.S.
National Guard and U.S. Army Reserve from 1999 to 2017.
She is also a member of the Project Equity advisory board and the Mississippi
Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.
Eric J. Shelton/Mississippi Today,
Report For America

Why are they running?

What do they hope to accomplish?

Jennifer Riley-Collins
“The people. The people of Mississippi deserve a
proven protector. My decision to run is a continuation
of a lifetime of service. My professional and personal
experience has prepared me to serve the people of
Mississippi. I served 32 years in the military, retiring
at the rank of Colonel in June 2017. As an Army
Intelligence Officer, I developed the analytical skills
necessary to understand and solve complex issues.
I am an experienced and seasoned litigator. My legal
career has been spent representing marginalized
communities and people. I swore to protect and
defend and to uphold the law in both careers, military
and civilian. The people deserve to have a committed
public servant.”

“As Attorney General, I will be a protector for all
people - our seniors, our children, our disabled, our
veterans and our women. I will be courageous and
fearless in taking on the bad actors who harm our
people and our environment. I will be the Attorney
General for all Mississippians.“
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The Candidates - Treasurer
What does the Treasurer do?
The Mississippi State Treasurer is, in many ways, the chief financial officer of the state. The treasurer is in
charge of receiving, disbursing and investing state funds. The treasurer is also in charge of the issuance
of state debt, as well as paying interest on the state’s bond and note obligations. The treasurer also
represents the Executive Branch on more than a dozen boards and commissions.

Republican
David McRae
David McRae is a fourth-generation Mississippian living in Ridgeland. He remains
involved in the family business, McRae Investments, as the company’s managing
partner. McRae is also a licensed attorney.
McRae is a graduate of Southern Methodist University and received a Juris Doctor
from Mississippi College School of Law. While studying for his law degree, he was
Chief Justice of the Honor Court and worked for Justice Jess Dickinson at the
Mississippi Supreme Court.
McRae and his wife Katherine have three children.
AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis

Why are they running?

What do they hope to accomplish?

David McRae
“The State Treasurer is Mississippi’s chief financial
officer. I’m running because my experience in private
sector investing can help maximize our state’s
investment returns for the benefit of taxpayers. I’m a
businessman, not a politician. That means I’m willing
to question the status quo, particularly when it comes
to our state’s investments and debts. With America’s
economy and markets at all time highs, we need
a Treasurer who understands how to capitalize on
Wall Street’s opportunities and counter their tricks.
Who better to manage our state’s investments than a
businessman investor who is from outside the political
realm? “
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“I have four overarching goals for the Office of
State Treasurer:
1. Increasing transparency: ensuring Mississippians
know where and how state dollars are invested;
2. Implementing sound financial strategy: making
sure Mississippi’s investment portfolio matches the
market;
3. Emphasizing debt management: minimizing debt,
maximizing the state’s credit rating;
4. Enhancing constituent service: taxpayers are the
boss and must have their tax money managed well.”

Democratic
Addie Lee Green
Addie Lee Green previously served as election commissioner in Bolton and
as a city alderwoman. She studied sociology at Jackson State University.
Green is a member of Chapel Hill Missionary Baptist Church in Bolton.

Through interviews and indepth discussion, learn even more about the candidates and get the rundown of the
current election season by listening to The Other Side with host and Mississippi Today political reporter Adam
Ganucheau. Listen on our website here or stream on any of the platforms below by clicking the icon:
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